Application No. 10/54.1,294 



Page 6 



Anieniiments , to , the Claims : 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listmgofaaims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A garden weed barrier and watering apparatus 

comprising: 

a flexible sheet of vapor-permeable material, said sheet having reinforced outer 
edgeSs 

an opening in said sheet for a garden plant stem to extend therethrough, said 

openin g formed from a llap cut from said sheet said flap folded back upon the 

Wl4gt:gideMMi4she^^^^ 

stem s tO"e - xteHd - tl>erethrough ' 

means for weighting said edges to seeure^aid-^iieet^&^he^reiuftd subslantiMIx 
fiQfvfonii.said.ed^ and 
a fluid-petmeable hose^ tub e- s e cur e dto - alQwer - SHftae e of s vakl she e t fey 
d eli v e ring flu i d saujLlu>sejto^^ 




underside of said sheet Md adjacent s 

to ground proximate te gard e a - plants said opening . 
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Claim 2 (original): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of ciaim i 
wherein said sheet comprises a non-woven polymer film. 

Claim 3 (original); The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said sheet comprises a perforated sheet or a woven or non-woven textile 
material. 

Claim 4 (original); The garden weed bairier and watering appai atus of claim 1 
wherein said sheet comprises felted fibers of thermoplastic material. 

Claim 5 (original ); The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim, 1. 
wherein said edges are reinforced by double layers of said sheet secured by means 
selected from the group consisting of adhesive, tape, stitching, and heat bonding. 

Claim 6 (original): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said edges have holes therein for accepting stakes or staples to provide additional 
retention of said apparatus against the suiface of the ground- 

Ciaim 7 (original): The garden weed barri er and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said openings are substantially rectangular. 

Cialm 8 (original); The garden weed banier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said openings are arranged in one or more substantiaily paralle! rows. 

Claim 9 (original); The garden weed barri er and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said openings are substantially circular. 

Claim 10 (original); The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said means for weighting is selected from the group consisting of metal bars. 
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metal tubes, rubber bars, njbber tubes, piastic bars, plastic tubes, metal cable, rope and 
sand. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said sheet is substaDtially opaque. 

Claim 1 2 (currentiy amended): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus 
of claim 1 wherein said q^©Hift^ha#e-aCTaflged4H~©ne-f«^^^^ megiisfor 
weighting comprises one or more solid weights attached about the periphery of said 
sheet s w\ wai 'iK ' a r^^ sufficient tlexibility to substantially conform said pcriphety. to 
said surface of said ground: . 

Claim 13 (original): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1 
wherein said tube further comprises memis for restricting flow of fluid therethrough. 

Claim 14 (original): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 13 
wherein said means tor restricting comprises a flat plastic disk positioned within said 
tube and of sufficient external diameter to occlude tlow of fluid through said tube, said 
disk further comprising an aperture in the center of said disk. 

Claim 1.5 (original ): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 1.3 
wherein said means for restricting comprises a conical flow restrictor comprising a cone 
having a flange projecting from the base of said cone and an axial bore through the 
longitudinal center of said conical flow restrictor. 

Claim 16 (currently amended); A garden weed barrier and watering apparatus 
comprising; 
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landscape fabric having edge portions weighted to retain said fabric in a selected 
position upon the ground, 

op^ftfs an openin g within said fabric for receiving a garden p!ant[[sj], and 
a water-permeable tube attached to the underside of said fabric ad|a£entanjdge 
M^MidoE«ning. 

Claim .1 7 (originai): The garden weed barrier and watering apparatus of claim 16 
wherein said tube has segments thereof attached in close proximity to coiTesponding 

openings. 

Claim 18 (original): The garden weed bai rier and watering apparatus of claim. 16 
wherein said edge pottions comprise weights secured within edge pockets. 

Claim 19 (original): The garden weed barrier mid watering apparatus of claim 17 
whereiti said openings are partially defined by respective portions of said tube, 

Ciaim 20 (currently amended): A metliod of gardening whereby weeds are 
suppressed through obstruction of sunlight, and fluids are delivered to garden plants via a 
conduit, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an opaque vapor -permeable sheet having weighted outer edges of 

having cutting me.or.more openings ,in.the.sheet for garden plants to extend 
theretlirough. 
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attaching a fluid-permeabie conduit to the underside of the sheet Md adjacent an 
edge of the openin g to provide fluid flow to ground prox^imate the opening and to 
weight the sheet proximate the op ening. 

applying the sheet to an area of ground, and 

ditTecting water to the conduit for flow therethrough at intervals selected for 
encouraging plant growth. 



